
Every great nation has a dark period at some point in their history... Today 

unfortunately, Canada is experiencing its finest hours of darkness.

We are watching somewhat helplessly, as governments turn their backs on the most 

vulnerable in society, the ones they were elected to protect and make life better for. 

I.E.

•Threatening one of our most important institutions, healthcare, by tying  future 

funding to GDP.

•By cutting public pensions and job standards.

•Attacking childcare.

•By prioritizing historically and internationally low corporate tax rates for the 

wealthiest and most powerful, all on the backs of ordinary Canadians.

•Using our parliamentary institution that is supposed to protect the inherent rights 

and dignity of Canadian workers to legislate against them and in favour of the 

elite. 

•Undermining  and abusing  democracy, responsible government, human rights, the 

rule of law, social and economic justice and fairness, all without remorse.

As a result, new classes of Canadians are being  created while existing  ones worsen, 

The Poor! The Working Poor! A Shrinking  Middle-Class! The Feminization of 

Poverty, with more and more women bearing the brunt. Seniors facing the greatest 

threat to their future security and wellbeing.



Today you [CUPE] are standing  on the picket lines defending the rights of honest, 

hard working  Canadians to better and fairer working  conditions, a job that should 

rightfully be done by democratic governments. These workers are fortunate that you 

[CUPE] are here to represent them, to battle for them, to bring  attention to their 

plight, to get them their human and democratic rights.

Unfortunately, by contrast, there exists a silent, hidden, stigmatized and voiceless 

population that has no representation. They suffer silently, some die silently in 

anguish! They are the poor, the homeless, the weak, the marginalized! These have 

no one to speak for them and no one to care for them. They also deserve to be 

dignified. They are stigmatized for being  lazy and not going  out and finding a job, 

and maybe some might be like that, but statistics shows the majority are not, they 

are victims of an unjust, unfair and unbalanced social, economic and political 

infrastructure. 

This group is as important as the ones you [CUPE] are representing  on the picket 

lines today. You are fighting  for the unionized employees, we are fighting for the 

poor. The line between these two has increasingly become blurry. The poor today 

are not only those unemployed, but many are working  very hard while not being 

paid fairly. While holding full-time jobs, they are unable to meet their basic life’s 

necessities, through no fault of theirs. They did not set the wages they are given, 



they did not cause the unaffordable price of real estate, they did not cause the 

rising cost of food, or inflation that makes life difficult for them and many others.

The Peel Poverty Action Group has undertaken a noble, selfless and humanitarian 

challenge to stand up for these vulnerable groups of human beings who are 

ignored, scoffed at, forgotten and left without justice and humanity in society. 

The mainstream media institutions are not doing justice to this group, they often 

defy the media’s purported regime of objectivity; in their analysis, understanding, 

coverage or compassion of the catastrophic problem of poverty and extreme 

poverty. 

The Tough Times Media initiative is designed to do exactly that! It is designed to 

bring to the fore the plight of the helpless. The articles and reports as you should 

have seen already are of sound academic quality that can rival any major media 

institution in the country. This is not just an act of activism, it is rather a social, 

moral and ethical imperative for every human being of consciousness. 

It is a new initiative, a brave and valiant one at that! It is a fledgling institution, with 

enormous potential. And like any fledging  business it needs help to get its feet 

firmly planted. Governments are failing in their responsibilities, you and I must 



therefore work together in a cogent way, as institutions, as caring  and 

compassionate human beings. 

Your support of this initiative is critically important, not only for the success of the 

Tough Times Media, but for bringing  attention to the catastrophe and ills of poverty. 

It is also important in moving politicians and other activists into action! It is for 

aiding the poor and marginalized to get back into society, producing, contributing, 

raising healthy, educated and vibrant families and living  happy lives. It is to give 

them hope for their future and let them know that we care and will not let them 

down.

We need your help and support, and that of your friends, family and acquaintances 

to get the Tough Times off the ground and make it sustainable, which I am confident 

it will become.
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