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1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
PRESENT: Edna Toth, Tough Times; Melissa John, John Howard Society; Thomas 
Fischer, Habitat GTA; Pauline Thornham, Green Party of ON, BGM riding; Kelly-Ann 
Williams, Peel CAS; Chase Collver, Peel CAS; Blossom Patterson, Malton 
Neighbourhood Services; Gurwinder Kensary, Malton Neighbourhood Services; Lee 
Smith, Region of Peel; Adam Chalcraft, Peel HIV/AIDS Network; Kathryn Cummings, E. 
Fry-Peel Halton; Daniel Cullen, Hope Coalition; Natalie, Bloom Clinic; Shannon Baldwin, 
Community member; Rosemary Keenan, PPAG, Council of Canadians; Sophia Brown 
Ramsay, BCAN; Ardwinder Kaur, OASIS Centre des Femmes 
 
REGRETS: Paula DeCoito 
 
Rosemary Keenan, chairperson in Paula DeCoito’s absence (thanks, Rosemary!), 
welcomed all present, and invited all around the table to introduce themselves and sign 
the contact list. 
 
2.   AGENDA: REVIEW / ADDITIONS 
 
There were no revisions to the agenda. 
 
3.   MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
A question arose about the Homelessness video - has it been edited/revised since it 
was published? No, it hasn’t. The minutes were accepted as written. 
 
4.  BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 4.1 Report from Working Group on Support for Sex Trade Workers 
 
Adam Chalcraft reviewed the present situation. There are no direct services for sex 
trade workers, and so the proposal is that a drop-in centre be established. The 
preliminary suggestion is that the drop-in be placed at the John Howard Society, with a 
Bloom Clinic (http://www.bloomclinic.ca/) worker to serve as staff. Adam will be 
consulting with Maggie’s (http://maggiestoronto.ca/about) for help and guidance, as well 
as a few other locations. His plan is to set up the safe space for the workers, and after it 
is up and running, ask for feedback from the workers, and only then considering how to 
expand services, such as health care. Natalie, of Bloom Clinic, has done a lot of 
research, making valuable contacts. After consultation with Maggie’s and other places in 
Toronto, they will write a proposal. The John Howard Society is the first place offered, 
but logistics may not allow it to be used. Food donations may be requested from 
Knights’ Table. After opening with the most basic amenities, expansion may be 
considered, perhaps to Mississauga. The time of day the space is open will depend on  
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the location. PATCH (http://www.bramptonguardian.com/community-story/4335721-
new-peel-initiative-will-provide-coordinated-care-for-the-homeless/) was mentioned, as 
a possible contact for this initiative. 
 
It was mentioned that the area around the John Howard Society building was a 
convenient one, with various amenities and services nearby -  better than Mississauga. 
 
It was asked whether the issue of underage sex trade workers would be dealt with, and 
assurances were given that, although that was not the mandate of the initiative, the 
proper agencies would be contacted, in such cases. 
 
 4.2  Preparation for Upcoming Elections/Meetings with Candidates, etc. 
 
Meetings have been held up, at least partly due to the change in chair of PPAG. 
Municipalities Matter has organized Concerned Citizens’ meetings, one in Bramalea, 
and one in Mississauga. The Mississauga meeting was not well-attended, with only four 
attendees from the public. The Bramalea meeting had a good turnout. The question to 
be asked of candidates is “Will you be accepting campaign donations from developers?” 
If they will, they might be less likely to stand up to developers, and demand 
affordable/assisted housing in all new developments. The tendency is for assisted 
housing to be in apartment buildings, separate from the community, rather than blended 
in. 
 4.3  PPAG Social Media/Website, Blog, etc. 
 
Rohit got a job, so is now not available to work on the social media. We do have a blog, 
but it is in disarray, because of changes in the program used. It is very useful for listing 
meetings, dates, etc., and is very much needed. Thomas Fischer offered to help with 
this. 
 
 4.4  Distribution/Showing of Homelessness Video 
 
This video is on YouTube (URL needed). It needs homeless people to volunteer to 
deliver/show it, at such venues as churches, UTM, high schools, etc. Rosemary Keenan 
commented that it is very useful for high schools, to address drug use, because it is 
more relevant and real than other videos, often used in police presentations. 
 
Natalie suggested a contact at Peel Police who might use the video. Natalie also 
recommended a new video, “Cracked But Not Broken”, starring a public speaker. 
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4.5  Tough Times needs volunteers to submit articles, and reports on events in 

Peel. Photographs need to be taken with a proper camera, not a cellphone, in order to 
be printable. A specific description of the event is needed, the next day. The target 
audience, in expanding concentric circles, is: 
- homeless 
- at risk of homelessness 
- food bank, soup kitchen users 
- union movement 
- service clubs 
- general public 
Otherwise expressed:  
- those who live the experience 
- those who work with those who live the experience 
- those who have suffered workplace injuries, who are often among the homeless 
- women’s issues, which are often poverty issues 
- any social issue  
 
NOTE: Authors may remain anonymous if they wish. 
 
 4.6  Capacity Building for PPAG (Terms of Reference, admin. support for work of 
PPAG, etc.,) Deferred to June meeting. 
 
5.  NEW BUSINESS 
 
 5.1 Open Forum 
 
- NDP is asking for volunteers in all ridings except Bramalea-Gore-Malton, as Jagmeet 
Singh has lots of volunteers. Pauline Thornham, of the Green Party, BGM, however, 
hasn’t, and could use the help! :-) 
NDP candidates: 
Michelle Bilek, Mississauga Erindale 
Fayaz Karim, Mississauga Cooksville 
Anju Sikka, Mississauga Streetsville 
Gurpreet Dhillon, Brampton Springdale  
 
-   Female sex workers: further questions re underage workers: There is some confusion 

about the concept of “human trafficking” and people who are or aren’t working against 
their will. The term “human trafficking” is often misconstrued as “kidnapping”, which is 
often not the case. People will often go willingly with human traffickers. If that is the 
case, not much can be done. Kathryn Cummings commented that the Elizabeth Fry 
Society works with sex workers. 
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Another comment was that the sex trade is a poverty issue, not about human trafficking. 
Adult sex trade is not the same issue as having youth snatched against their will. With 
youth, other agencies are brought in, to deal with their cases. Adults need their own 
services. 
 
-  Sofia Brown Ramsay, of the Black Community Action Network, is very interested in 

the elections and the candidates 
 
-  Rosemary Keenan (Council of Canadians Peel) shared postcards to sign and send to 

the Health Coalition, about health issues, such as the lack of a Canadian Health Plan, 
and the cutting of $36 billion from federal transfers to provinces for healthcare.  

 
-   The video, “Common Sense in Clarkson Village” is available on YouTube 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qABfixXMsKE). Catherine Soplet talks about 
health issues, and 2014 election. 

 
-  The Bloom Clinic provides HIV/Hep-C presentations to interested parties. Contact 
Jadunauth Raghunauth, Program Coordinator Bloom Clinic; Phone: 905-451-
8090 ext 246 * 647-403-6414; Email: jadunauth@bramaleachc.ca 
 
-  The Knights’ Table Gala will be held June 6. Tickets are $125/person. 

Donations are being sought for the silent auction at the gala. 
 
 The Knights’ Table is a 365/day/year soup kitchen, which also provides 
 family mentoring, and matches older people with young people. 
 
-  A discussion was held regarding changing the day for future meetings. It was 

suggested that the June meeting be held on Thursday instead of Friday, at the 
John Howard Society location, because it is convenient for most people, and 
attendance seems to be higher, when the meeting is held here. 

 
 5.2 Request to change meeting day for PPAG 
 
Morning meetings are better than late afternoon ones, for social workers, and the 
meeting room at the John Howard Society is usually free in the morning, but not 
in the afternoon. It was decided to leave it to Paula to make the final decision 
about the time and place of the next meeting, and to communicate it to everyone. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:05.  


