
PEEL   Poverty   Action   Group 
Phone: (905) 826-5041 

287 Glidden Road, Unit 4, Brampton ON L6W 1H9 
E-mail: ppagactiongroup@gmail.com  

Blog: http://ppag.wordpress.com 
 
MINUTES 14 February, 2014 Canadian Coptic Centre, 1245 Eglinton Avenue W., 
Mississauga  
 
Call to order: 9.30 a.m.  
Volunteer Chairperson: Gerald Russell  
Volunteer Minutes taker: Rosemary Keenan 
In attendance: Gurwinder Kensary, Francine Sampogna, Gerald Russell, Fayaz Karim, Daria 
Mercer, Hannah Iland,  Michelle Bilek, Arielle Hercules, Ranjit Khatkur, Christian Tettey, Edna 
Toth, Rosemary Keenan 
 
1. MUNICIPAL ELECTION October 27, 2014 
What PPAG and others are doing to get out the vote: 
PPAG participated on a panel at Municipalities Matter at Greenbriar Community Centre, 
Brampton Feb. 13th, hosted by Concerned Citizens of Peel. The purpose was to plan for Fall 
municipal elections, and make sure issues and challenges facing ordinary citizens are addressed 
by candidates and voters, e.g. jobs, wages, housing, childcare.  A similar Municipalities Matter 
forum is planned for Mississauga.  
 
Ranjit Khatkur is working with “Put Food in the Budget” in Toronto to plan a “mock trial” 
with Premier Kathleen Wynne. The idea is to put poverty issues front and centre for the expected 
spring provincial elections.  
 
We need to identify the poverty issues and make the connection. For example, lack of 
affordable social housing relates to candidates’/councillors’ campaigns being funded by 
donations from corporations, including developers.  
 
We need to find a way to fund an integrated, efficient, affordable transit system that gets 
people where they need to go, e.g. proposed pilot project: 1/3 paid by the municipality, 1/3 by 
the province, 1/3 by the transit rider.  
 
ACTION: Tough Times, PPAG’s community newspaper, wants all candidates and as many 
voters as possible to be briefed on Peel’s poverty issues: housing, polarization of poverty, fair 
wages, affordable childcare, transportation. See the recent Tough Times publication (winter 
2013/2014) for details.  Spread the word.  
 
2. PROSTITUTION LAWS:  
Supreme Court Strikes Down Canada’s Prostitution Laws Toronto Star, Dec. 20, 2013 
What PPAG needs to do: ensure street-level sex workers are heard, and Peel women’s 
organizations are involved.  
Supreme Court of Canada has struck down some  laws around prostitution, and given parliament 
a year to come up with new legislation. “It is not a crime in Canada to sell sex for money.” said 
Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin. MP Brad Butt is requesting ideas from people for a future 
bill. MP Parm Gill provides comments on his website. PPAG wants to ensure that street sex 
workers voices are heard, and to get women’s organizations involved in addressing prostitution 
issues to make sure women are safe and not victimized or criminalized. 



ACTION: Michelle will search out any formal feedback on the law from women’s organizations 
such as Interim Place, Rape Crisis Centre Peel, and Elizabeth Fry Society.  

Reports: 
PPAG speakers  -- previously-approved purchase of 50 copies of video Spaces and Places –
Uncovering Homelessness in the Region of Peel set aside.  Instead, video can be copied to 
memory stick.  
PPAG’s pre-budget presentation - Peel Poverty Action Group (PPAG) made a pre-
budget presentation to the Ontario government, 14 January, 2014, pushing for more money for 
OW and ODSP and Social Assistance. PPAG wants dental and vision care included in OHIP, for 
all ages.  
PPAG held a municipal election issues meeting 6 p.m. Thursday, 16 January, 2014, at Knights 
Table. 
PPAG made a submission to the provincial Standing Committee on Social Policy, reviewing 
LHINs, reporting on exploitation of personal support workers (PSWs), see front page article in 
last issue of Tough Times Workers Slip Below the Poverty Line. 
Tough Times – planning more pages, more often, more staff 
PPAG blog – internet whizz urgently needed 
  
Adjourn -- 11.30 a.m.  
Next meeting: 9.30 a.m.  Friday, 14 March, 2014, John Howard Society, 134 Main Street North, 
Brampton 


