
PEEL   Poverty   Action   Group 

Phone: (905) 826-5041 
16 Rapallo Mews, Mississauga ON L5N 1K9 

E-mail: ppagactiongroup@gmail.com 
Blog: http://ppag.wordpress.com 

  
MINUTES 

9.35 a.m. Wednesday, 11th April, 2012 
John Howard Society, 134 Main Street North, Brampton ON 

 
  
Call to order: 9.30 a.m. 
Attendance: Jessica Henwood, Francine Sampogna, Rosemary Keenan, Deborah Riddle, Angela Carauaggio, Kate Raven, Rafika 
Mawani, Dalia Emam, Kim D’er, Flurence Hamil, Fayaz Karim, Daria Mercer, Luba Volnyansky, Bimal Shmestha, Edna Toth, Dave 
Workely, Marek Wojcik, Michael Barsoum.  

Regrets: Speaker from CUPE 966 

Minutes taker: Jessica Henwood   

Approval of agenda: Daria Mercer 
Approval of minutes: Daria Mercer 
 
 

1. Deborah Riddle, Elizabeth Fry Society: Women and the Law 
- The greatest need women face when being released from prison is housing 
- Close to 70% of the women the organization works with are undiagnosed with mental health issues as well have 

children or are pregnant and are sometimes involved in violent relationships usually with older men.  
- Some of the services and programs the Elizabeth Fry Society provides are free counselling, court support for adult 

women, youth court support program and running mandated services.  
 

2. PPAG members receive souvenir addition of Tough Times in which the editor Dalia Emam is introduced 
- Deadline for next submission is May 15th 2012  

3. Fayaz Karim 
- Fayaz revisits the omnibus crime Bill C-10  
- He notes that the bill doesn’t take into account expert and community knowledge whereas crime rates have been 

falling and the failure of the prison system in the U.S. 
- The “tough on crime” rhetoric presented in the media leave little for citizens to question 
-  There is a lack of rehabilitation in Bill C-10 and instead incapacitation and warehousing of prisoners will be the norm 
-  This law works to punish and control offenders 
- Putting tougher and longer sentences on youth rather then rehabilitation will only teach youth more avenues to 

criminality 
 
Discussion: 
 

- Edna suggests paralegals to assist individuals in court. PPAG could start to ask the legal association to educate 
public on laws at Knights Table 

- PPAG member suggests to ask Dufferin Peel legal Clinic at 24 Queen St. in Brampton to assist 
- Suggestion that PPAG members ask to visit MP’s to discuss the crime bill. 

 
4. Reports, Planning ahead, PPAG campaigns 

- Edna, Rosemary and Michael to be directors as PPAG has become incorporated 
- Edna continues to work on dental care so that everyone can have dental covered by OHIP 
- The daycare issue in peel is the main focus of the first issue of Tough Times 
- Edna continues to push for the elimination of developer donations to municipal campaigns          

 
 
 
Adjourn -- 11.30 a.m. 
 
  
Next meeting: 9.30 a.m. Wednesday, 9 May, 2012 
John Howard Society 
134 Main Street North, Brampton 
 


