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Peel Poverty Action Group and Peel Region Poverty Reduction Strategy 

Committee (PPRSC) jointly organized two public meetings to discuss Ontario’s 
Basic Income Pilot Project. An early evening meeting was held January 12, 2017, at a 
Peel Region office in Mississauga. Another meeting took place during lunch hour on 
January 18, 2017, at Knights Table, a soup kitchen in Brampton, where diners and 
others voiced their thoughts. 
 
PPRSC is submitting detailed reports on what members of the public said at the 
meetings. 
 
PPAG pursued some of the participants' ideas in later discussions, most taking place 
at Knights Table.  
 
These are among the thoughts discussed: 

Is the Basic Income Pilot Project a delay tactic, which will take so long to 
design and test that the realities of poverty will not be dealt with? 
The age range of 18-64 is exclusive — some under 18s need help, including 
single mothers and young males who are homeless; 
The requirement for 12-months residence excludes homeless people who are 
the poorest of all; 
Groups for the Pilot Project need not be assembled only by geography 
(although the advantages of keeping contact, having offices for staff, are 
understood);  

  
Suggestions for groups not determined solely by geography:  

people just released from jail, armed with a bus ticket, the phone number of a 
shelter, and not much else; 
homeless people; 
single mothers of various ages (possibly based in Peel, HQ at Knights Table); 
people providing care for elderly relatives with Alzheimer’s or other 
afflictions — stories of daughters quitting jobs, then the welfare rules 
insisting they must exhaust their savings and RRSPs, sell their car, not invest 
in RESPs for their own children. PPAG is prepared to set up a group of 
Struggling Caregivers in Peel, to further this issue; 
people with similar mental health issues, where supports could be provided 
along with cash, and improvements or failures measured; 



a racialized group, mastering a new language, learning a different way of life 
— where are the problems, where are the successes? 

 
Generally, our participants were not interested in the design of the Basic Income 
Pilot. They need money now, not in some distant unpredictable future.  
 
How much money?  

The labour movement is promoting $15 an hour, which at 35 hours a week 
for a year would be $27,300 or $2,100 a month; the current OW (Ontario 
Works) rate is $8,472 a year for a single person, or $706 a month. In Peel, 
rents are high — at least $350 a month for a single room, shared bathroom, 
no cooking facilities; you can’t live on OW. And the people who have no other 
income need more money.  
When you don’t have enough to eat and you sleep in the woods, discussion of 
where more money comes from, how it will be distributed, how an allowance 
sits with the Low Income Cutoff, is entirely academic.  You need money now, 
before the cold snap.  
If you are sleeping in the woods, or in your car, you don’t pay rent, so you 
don’t get a rent allowance ($376 a month gone from a single person’s 
monthly cheque). 

 
Health 

Dental care, vision care, prescription drugs, and other health short-comings 
should be paid through OHIP for all ages and incomes. 

 

Education 

Schooling should be free at all levels, and for all ages, from childcare to PhD. 
TVO has a motto “Never stop learning.” It’s a good idea. Perhaps its time has 
come. 
 

Many of these suggestions, such as education, are far in the future. 
 Others are not. Health ideas, a more generous handling of rent for the homeless, an 
immediate increase in funds to provide acceptable shelter for the homeless, 
establishing support for family caregivers, these are feasible now.   

 
 

 

 


