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The cost of living in 2017 is such that for most families both parents need to work in 
order to make ends meet. The high cost of child care limits parents' ability to save and get 
ahead financially. Single parents face an even greater struggle. Child care should be 
government subsidized.  
The Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care points out that Ontario's child care fees are 
highest in Canada:  
“An annual study of Canadian child care fees from the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives (CCPA) shows that, for the third year in a row, Ontario has the highest child 
care fees in the country – pointing to an affordability crisis for parents.  
The highest fees in the country are in Toronto and eight of the most expensive cities are 
here in Ontario - with Kitchener, Vaughan, Markham, Ottawa, Mississauga, London and 
Brampton among the most expensive. In Toronto the average fees for infants are $1,649 a 
month, toddlers $1,375 a month, and preschoolers $1,150 a month.” 
http://www.childcareontario.org/annual_fee_study_2016   

Child care should be government subsidized so that parents pay no more than $20 per 
day. Subsidized child care is an excellent poverty-reduction strategy. Subsidized child 
care in Quebec allows parents to find a good job, earn a decent wage, and be able to 
afford the things they need. At a salary of $50,545 or less, a Quebec parent pays $8.25 per 
day for child care. With a salary of $75,820 you pay $13.15 per day. If your salary is 
$158,820, your child care fee is $20.70 per day. It’s easy to see how this system is a win-
win for all concerned. When parents earn a decent salary, that generates the taxes needed 
to support public services such as child care. That decent salary also gives parents buying 
power. When families are able to purchase what they need, the local economy thrives.  
http://www.budget.finances.gouv.qc.ca/budget/outils/garde_en.asp   

There are a variety of great ways to provide top quality child care, but many more 
daycare spaces are needed. We need to keep searching for opportunities to establish safe, 
accessible, affordable daycare spaces in our communities.  
Employers should be encouraged/incentivized to provide workplace child care.  
A child care centre for 0 - 4 year olds should be in a safe, accessible, home-like setting 
with age-appropriate furniture, play spaces and equipment. A school setting is inadequate 
for early years care. However, a child care centre attached to the local elementary school 
allows families with pre-school and school-age children to bring their children to adjacent 
facilities; a shared entrance can connect the two facilities.  
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Child care can be provided in a private home, in a faith based facility, in a community 
centre, or linked with a college where ECE programs are offered. What about establishing 
child care centres adjacent to seniors’ homes, so old folks can enjoy the little ones?  
  
Optimum child care for 0 - 4 year olds should be a safe and inviting home-like setting, 
with ECE trained staff and a ratio of adults to children as in the Day Nurseries Act.  
DNA_07.3.83_Age_Groups_from_Schedules_3_and_4_Mixed_Age_Groupings.pdf    
For children up to 18 months old, 3 adults are required for every 10 children.  
For 18 - 30 months of age the ratio is 1 adult for every 5 children, with 15 being the 
maximum group size. Children aged 30 months to 5 years old are required to have 1 adult 
per 8 children and no group should be larger than 16. For special needs children the ratios 
of adults to children are increased. A good quality daycare provides a nurturing, child-
centred experience with a wealth of opportunities for play-based learning, and 
recognition and support for diverse cultures and needs.   

It’s challenging, and can be very stressful, transporting your child to and from daycare 
every day, no matter the weather.  The child care experience should be  designed to be as 
happy and stress-free as possible, for parents and children.  

Sincerely,  

Rosemary Keenan  
Peel Poverty Action Group 


