
PEEL POVERTY ACTION GROUP (PPAG) - MINUTES Thursday, February 13, 2020 
Location: Norton Lake Apartments (Meeting Rm), 1155 Queen St. E. Brampton ON L6T 0G2  
 
Attendance: Michael Gyovai, Boys and Girls Club of Peel; Nelly Gong, Chinese Advisory 
Council at United Way GT,Chinese Advisory Committee at Peel Regional Police; Rosemary 
Keenan, PPAG Chair and Recorder; Bruce Marshall; Daria Mercer, PPAG; Edna Toth, 
Tough Times Tabloid        Regrets: Gogi Bhandal, Alma Lennox, Jhoanel Lucero-Ruiz, Jeff 
Stillman 
 
1. Allowing for latecomers due to the winter storm, Rosemary called the meeting to order at 
9:45 am and welcomed our special guests. Introductions were made around the table.  
 

Special Guests: Trixie Perera and Katie Fortune https://www.onechild.ca/    
 
OneChild.ca Trixie provided some background on the establishment of OneChild.ca.  
Katie Fortune, Youth Coordinator, delivered the presentation that she would give to 
secondary school students and staff. Katie’s presentation was a powerful expose of sexual 
exploitation of children (SEC) and the urgency for ensuring that students, teachers and the 
community are engaged in stopping it.  
OneChild.ca volunteers are focused on empowering a movement of children and youth to 
take action against sexual exploitation of children (SEC) and sex trafficking, through 
prevention education, advocacy, survivor care, and survivor empowerment.  
One Child exploited is one child too many. https://www.onechild.ca/  
ACTION: We can help to end child trafficking and sexual exploitation of children:  

1. Get informed at www.onechild.ca  
2. Follow/like/share us on social media  
3. Book a speaker to present at your school or event  
4. Hold a fundraiser  
5. Volunteer with us 
6. Make a charitable donation  

In Durham Region the OneChild.ca presentation is given through the Phys. Ed. curriculum in 
every secondary school. In York and Peel Regions OneChild.ca is working with police. 
OneChild.ca  offers  presentations for students, professional development presentations for 
staff, and presentations for parents.  

Recommended Reading: Out of the Shadows, by Timea Nagy 
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/45693865-out-of-the-shadows  

2. Housing and Homelessness  
There is a critical shortage of affordable rental housing and little support for tenants rights. 
Tenancy laws are being weakened and evictions are increasing. After a tenant leaves, the 
landlord can raise the rent to whatever the market will bear. Few can have the resources to 
contest the injustice.  https://www.ontario.ca/page/renting-ontario-your-rights  
At the Region of Peel Council held today, Feb. 13, decisions are being made to alleviate the 
growing need for emergency shelter and affordable housing in Peel.  
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ACTION: Review minutes of the ROP Council meeting to learn what decisions were made.  
 
3. Ontario for All https://ontarioforall.ca/  
Ontario for All is an alliance of almost 90 nonprofit community organizations raising the 
issues for building a fair, equitable and inclusive Ontario where everyone belongs.  
OFA endorses the Campaign 2000 Pre-Budget Submission which recommends that Ontario:  

1. Make paid work a pathway out of poverty  
2. Invest in universal childcare for all  
3. Strengthen income security programs 
4. Ensure affordable and appropriate housing for all  

ACTION: Ontario for All Budget Watch, March 25, 2020 - submit your asks at this link 
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ontario-budget-watch-tickets-98415113253?aff=erelexpmlt  
 
4. Food Security https://peelhungerreliefnetwork.ca/updates/f/new-peel-food-map  
More and more people are relying on food banks and food programs. An OW income of 
$711 per month is not enough for rent never mind food. At Tim Horton’s in Streetsville there 
are people starving, looking for handouts. Peel Hunger Relief Network provides an 
interactive food map that provides information about food programs across Peel Region. 
17 food banks are available in neighbourhoods throughout Peel (14 in Mississauga, 4 in 
Brampton, and 1 in Bolton). There are 9 food delivery services in Peel (3 in Brampton and 5 
in Mississauga). There are 9 locations in Peel that serve meals but only Regeneration 
(breakfast) and Knights Table (breakfast and a mid-day meal) provide meals 365 days per 
year, as well as many other services that clients need.  

5. Peel Poverty Reduction Strategy Committee http://www.povertyinpeel.ca/  
PPRS has a new governance structure as of January 2020, including a Lived Experience 
Round Table, Advocacy and Awareness Round Table, Income Security and Economic 
Opportunity Implementation Taskforce, and a Well-being and Social Inclusion 
Implementation Taskforce. PPAG participation is needed. 
PPRS Ontario 2020 Budget submission.  
Edna provided the following to the Ontario 2020 PPRS Budget submission for PPAG:  
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This is Peel Poverty Action Group’s suggestion about matters to be raised in the 
Ontario 2020 Budget Consultation. 

PPAG’s main concern regards food for people who are homeless, people who are 
cash-poor, children in cash-poor families.  

Homeless people have no refrigerators, stoves, kitchens, to store or prepare food.  

Homeless shelters in Peel Region feed their residents, but many homeless people 
don’t want to use shelters, citing fear of violence and theft. 

The only alternative: getting free hot meals at soup kitchens. 

Peel has only two soup kitchens supplying food every day to people in need. Both 
are in Brampton.  

Knights Table on Glidden Road supplies three meals a day, is open every day of the 
year, including Sundays, Christmas Day, and all holidays. It has a food bank on site, 
providing groceries to needy people every week.  

ReGeneration is established in Grace United Church, where it serves breakfast 
every day of the year. 

Both organizations provide many other services to adults, youth, children, who are 
in need. 

Knights Table provides a weekly mobile service, delivering food to high-needs 
neighbourhoods where hungry individuals and families cannot easily reach the soup 
kitchen.  

Other charitable organizations in Brampton and Mississauga serve meals, but not 
every day. Food banks may distribute food, but usually not more than a week’s 
supply a month, and often with other restrictions about place of residence. 

Most of us have a permanent place to eat — our own homes. For those who don’t 
have a home, food is their first concern. 

The Ontario 2020 Budget must include funds to: 

identify areas in need of food outlets for cash-poor; 

establish soup kitchens where needed; 

supply and staff these outlets so they can be open every day of the year. 

6. Peel Health Coalition https://www.ontariohealthcoalition.ca/ 
Peel Health Coalition is joining with the Ontario Health Coalition at a Rally in Niagara Falls, 
Feb. 22, outside the Ontario PC Convention venue, to protest the relentless cuts to 
healthcare and public services.  
 
7. Tough Times Tabloid http://toughtimestabloid.ca/  
Editor Edna Toth is seeking an editor to continue with the publication Tough Times, an 
invaluable resource for people in Peel. Contact Edna at toughtimestabloid@gmail.com  
 
NEXT MEETING: March 12, Newcomers Centre, 165 Dundas West, Mississauga, L5B 2N6 
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